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Turkey: Pro-Kurdish party announces protest campaign until end of September; avoid all related 
gatherings

Personnel are reminded to avoid all demonstrations as a basic security precaution after the pro-Kurdish Peace and 
Democracy Party (BDP) recently announced that it is planning to stage rallies until the end of September. The 
BDP, which on 30 June launched a three-month protest campaign with a gathering in the southern city of Diyarbakir 
(Diyarbakir province), is attempting to exert pressure on the government with regard to a number of issues. These 
include permitting the use of the Kurdish language in the country's legal and education systems, the release of the 
militant Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan from solitary confinement and a halt to the 
construction of army outposts in the south-east. At least three people on 30 June were injured in clashes between 
demonstrators and the security forces in Diyarbakir; riot police used tear gas and water cannon to disperse the 
gathering, which was attended by an estimated 3,000 people.

Travel Briefing

While travellers should avoid all demonstrations as a basic security precaution, protests in the south-east over 
issues relating to the Kurdish community can be particularly volatile, routinely leading to scuffles between activists 
and the security forces. Gatherings may also be held outside the Kurdish-majority south-east, including in the 
commercial capital Istanbul (Istanbul province) and cities with substantial Kurdish migrant populations such as 
Adana (Adana province) and Mersin (Mersin province). Although foreign nationals are unlikely to be targeted during 
disturbances, the use of a range of non-lethal crowd-control measures – including tear gas and water cannon – by 
the police can heighten the incidental risks posed to bystanders. Furthermore, protests in the south-east often 
involve either the blocking of thoroughfares by protesters or the imposition of road closures by the security forces. 
This can cause considerable localised travel disruption and personnel are advised to allow additional time for 
journeys through locations likely to be affected by protest activity. Liaise with local contacts to plan journeys 
bypassing known flashpoints and check that proposed routes are clear prior to departure.

At least one civilian on 28 June was killed and several others injured when the security forces fired on a group of 
Kurdish protesters calling for an end to the construction of a military outpost in the village of Kayacik (Diyarbakir). 
Later in the day, hundreds of people rallied in the Yoğurtçu Park, Kusdili Boulevard, Kağıthane and Beşiktaş areas 
of Istanbul to denounce the violence. While protests occur in Diyarbakir with relative frequency, the violence during 
the 28 June demonstration in Kayacik has the potential to trigger further demonstrations in urban centres. Media 
reports also indicate that the ongoing anti-government protests have created a climate whereby rallies relating to 
Kurdish grievances may attract support from other sectors of society. Other scenarios such as political issues and 
judicial decisions affecting the Kurdish community can be equally emotive and trigger demonstrations. These 
factors – along with periodic clashes between the PKK, which is currently observing a ceasefire, and the military – 
underline the HIGH travel risk rating for rural areas of Diyarbakir and the MEDIUM rating for the province's urban 
areas, as compared with the country's overall LOW travel risk rating. Personnel should seek itinerary-specific 
advice prior to travel to the south-east.

Travel Advice Summary

• Liaise with local contacts and monitor our travel security alerts for specific details of forthcoming 
demonstrations. The latter should be avoided to mitigate inconvenience and limit the risk of exposure to 
incidental violence.

• Avoid all but essential travel to remote rural border areas with Iraq and Iran due to the risks posed by 
Kurdish militant activity; regular clashes between the military and Kurdish militants; the proximity of 
Kurdish militant bases; and drug smuggling networks.

http://goo.gl/maps/6DQjv
http://goo.gl/maps/o1DQL
http://goo.gl/maps/Cwsuq
http://goo.gl/maps/yhfTU
http://goo.gl/maps/tQ81V
http://goo.gl/maps/PC7lI
http://goo.gl/maps/UcuF8


• Seek itinerary-specific advice before travel to the south-eastern provinces.

• Minimise all overland travel in rural south-east Turkey. Overland travel in these areas should only be 
undertaken with a local guide in daylight hours.

• Avoid demonstrations, political rallies and political funerals, as these have the potential to escalate into 
unrest. Do not stay to watch or photograph them.

• Monitor the local media and our travel security alerts on Turkey for further updates.

• This advice is not exhaustive; refer to the Standing Travel Advice for Turkey prior to travel.

Advice provided in this email represents the best judgment of AEA International Holdings Pte. Ltd. and Control 
Risks Group Holdings Ltd. Advice in this email does not however provide a warranty of future results nor a 
guarantee against risk.
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